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Fall is here, and it’s a great time of year.  
The temps start to drop. Friday nights 

are spent under the lights watching high 
school football, and clubs start to meet and 
get ready for another snowmobile season. 
No matter how the previous season went, 
every club I talk with looks to the coming 
season with hope and excitement.  

I’m looking forward to the coming win-
ter with even more excitement than any 
year before. We have made some very 
historic and ground- breaking changes in 

snowmobiling, not 
just for Iowa but in 
organized snowmo-
biling as a whole. 
We have accom-
plished something 

never before done and have set an example 
for snowmobile associations, both in the 
U.S. snow states and internationally to fol-
low. We thought outside the box and didn’t 
just follow the “this is how it’s always been 
done” mentality. 

We sought out a better way that ben-
efited all snowmobilers. What we have 
accomplished is getting noticed all across 
the Snow Belt. In the last few weeks since 
we have completed these changes, I have 
received calls and emails from other state 
snowmobile associations like Michigan 
and Illinois and national organizations like 
the American Council of Snowmobile As-
sociations (ACSA). 

They want to know how we did it and 
details on the way our program is set up.  
They see what we have accomplished and 
the benefits it has and better opportunities it 
will bring to snowmobilers. We are having 
a better say when the decisions are made on 

where our money is spent.
In Iowa, we may not lead the snowmo-

bile world in the amount of snow we get 
or the number of months we get to ride in 
our state, but we do lead in ground-break-
ing ideas and getting things done. I am very 
proud to be a part of the team that achieved 

these accomplish-
ments. We still have a 
lot of work to do, but 
we are on the right 
track, and I know we 
have great clubs and 
a state organization 
ready to make it all 
work.

I have been visiting 
as many clubs as pos-
sible to answer ques-
tions and see what 
specific challenges 

they face. There is one challenge every club 
has: Membership is a topic at every meet-
ing I attend. Every club and the ISSA as a 
whole are seeing a decline in members. I 
know this isn’t a new problem, but we need 
to find some new ideas and a new approach 
to solve it. There are other states looking 
at different ideas to boost membership and 
involvement. I would like to hear from peo-
ple on ideas they have. Please come to an 
ISSA meeting or get ahold of me with your 
suggestions.

Don’t forget we have convention com-
ing up in November. The convention com-
mittee is doing a great job getting things 
put together, and there will be some great 
seminars and informational meetings along 
with the fun we always have at convention. 
I hope to see everyone there.

Iowa Program Changes 
Catching National Attention

Chris Willey
ISSA

President

From the
President’s

Desk

Greetings, Iowa snowmobilers. The sea-
son is rapidly approaching so it’s time 

to start thinking about good times with 
good friends. Plan a trip to a different place 
this year. Iowa has excellent riding when 
the snow is good, and this is going to be a 

great year for all of 
us in Iowa!  

There are some 
really good events 
across the state put 
on by hard-working 
clubs. Plan to help 

them out by participating so get your sleds 
out and check them over well. It’s always 

better to fix the little 
things now before 
they become bigger 
problems later.

The state conven-
tion is also coming 
up so mark your cal-
endars. This event is 
always a great time to 
meet new people who 
love the sport like we 
all do. In short, I hope 
to see you all there. 

Think snow!!

Brian 
Carmichael

ISSA Vice
President

Vice
President’s

Message

Never Too Early to Get Sled 
Out, Check Things Over
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by Cameron Hanson

For the seventh time since 2002, a 
snowmobile dealer from Iowa has earned 

national recognition at the International 
Snowmobile Congress (ISC) by becoming 
the American Council of Snowmobile 
Associations’ (ACSA) Snowmobile Dealer 
of the Year.

 At the 49th Annual ISC in Winnipeg, 
Canada, in June, J&K Snowmobiles of 
Estherville from Region 2 was announced 
as the 2017 ACSA winner, following up its 
state award a year earlier and recognizing 
the dealer’s commitment to organized 
snowmobiling in northwest Iowa.

Past ISSA President Bruno Andreini 
accepted the plaque on behalf of J&K 
as owners Kenny Hanson and son Cory 
Hanson were unable to attend the ceremony. 

From their dealership on the east side of 
Estherville in September, Cory Hanson said 
they were honored to receive the award.

“This was quite a surprise, really,” he 
said. “We would like to thank everyone 
who nominated and voted for us. We feel 
honored to win this great award.”

Opened in 1969, J&K bills itself as the 
oldest Arctic Cat dealer in the state. Kenny 
Hanson founded the business with partner 
Jerry Johnson, and in addition to Cat, they 
also sold Polaris and Scorpion sleds over 
the years. In 1993, Hanson became sole 
proprietor, and the business began selling 
the Cat line exclusively. In 2007, a new 
shop was built.

J&K won the ISSA’s Dealer of the Year 
Award in November of 2016, and their 
nomination was automatically forwarded 
to the national competition by the ISSA’s 
Awards Committee. The Dickinson County 
SnowHawks of Region 1 nominated the 
dealership for the state award and, in the 
process, highlighted the Hansons’ support 
of local clubs.

“J&K Snowmobiles not only cares about 
snowmobiling in their own county, but in 
their state and neighboring states as well,” 
the SnowHawks’ nomination form reads. 

Iowa Snowmobile Dealer 
Earns National Recognition

ACSA Dealer of the Year
Winners from Iowa
2002: Myers Polaris, Fairbank
2005: LeRoy’s Repair, Nashua
2009: Kuennen’s House of Power, Maynard
2010: Mid-States Powersports, Grimes
2013: Leer’s Cycle Center, Waterloo
2016: Fast City, Inc., Oxford
2017: J&K Snowmobiles, Estherville

Accepting the dealer award on behalf of 
J&K Snowmobiles is Past ISSA President 
Bruno Andreini, left. Presenting the plaque 
is ACSA President Bob Kirchner.
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“They don’t look at boundaries when it 
comes to supporting the sport and even 
work harder to make sure members and 
clubs are working together and not against 
each other.”

Besides the SnowHawks, J&K also 
works closely with the local Emmet County 
Driftbusters of Region 2. In addition to 
attending club meetings and supporting 
club functions, the Hansons have attended 
city council meetings to discuss trail 
development and have also donated 
equipment for trail clearing.

Last December, when the Emmet County 
club needed to replace the engine in their 
groomer, J&K opened up its shop for club 
members to complete the repairs, including 
time spent wrenching on Christmas Eve.

“Now that we have our groomer going, 
we’re going to try to get some easements 

in place to get a cross-country trail system 
in our area,” said Cory Hanson, noting the 
local snowmobile trail runs within a block 
of the dealership. “Hopefully, we can get 
some snow this year to use it.”

Over the years, J&K has donated items 
to local clubs for raffles and fundraisers 
and has also hosted membership drives 
at the dealership. Always looking for 
ways to promote the sport and attract new 
customers, they have also supplied new 
sleds for demo rides at club events. 

“The biggest thing for us over the years 
is treating our customers well and being 
honest with them, pricing sleds fairly 
and getting involved with the local clubs 
as much as we can.” Cory Hanson said. 
“We need to promote snowmobiling, offer 
events to keep people involved in and keep 
the interest level going.”

by Cameron Hanson

A modest faction of Iowa snowmobilers, 
including four past ISSA presidents, 

travelled north of the border in June to par-
ticipate in the 49th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress (ISC) in Winnipeg, 
Canada.

Hosted this year by the Snowmobilers of 
Manitoba, the four-day event began June 
7 and, through meetings and educational 
seminars and presentations, brought snow-
mobile association members together with 
their counterparts from across the Snow 
Belt in North America and abroad.

At ISC, the American Council of Snow-
mobile Associations (ACSA) held chapter 
meetings and full board meetings and also 

interacted with, among others, the Canadi-
an Council of Snowmobile Organizations, 
the International Association of Snowmo-
bile Administrators and the International 
Tourism Council. Snowmobile leaders 
from Norway were also on hand.

The ISSA belongs to ACSA’s Midwest 
Chapter, and in the absence of ISSA Presi-
dent Chris Willey, Past ISSA President Jim 
Willey represented Iowa during the ACSA 
meetings. Also at Congress, Jim Willey 
completed his two-year term as vice chair 
of the Midwest Chapter but did not pursue 
the office of chair after Bob King of Coun-
cil Bluffs completed his service in that ca-
pacity.

Past ISSA President Bruno Andreini was 

Representing Iowa at the 49th Annual International Snowmobile Congress were, from 
left, Judy and Bob King, Dick Melick and daughter Cindy Johnson, Bruno and Marilyn 
Andreini, Merv Hoermann, Jim and Becky Willey and Robert Ruetter. 

ISSA Members Interact with Counterparts 
from Across Snow Belt at Winnipeg Event

Iowans at ISCPhoto courtesy Mary Anne Grabow, 
South Dakota Sno Plainsman



7October 2017

ISSA DIRECTORY

Scott Kooiker (1993-94)
R.R. 1, Box 114
Ellsworth, MN 56129
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Roger Muth (1987-88)
365 West 5th St.,
Garner, IA 50438
(641) 923-3560

Larry Childs (1986)
311 E. Prospect St.
Manchester, IA 52057-1456 
(563) 927-5934

Dan Martin (1984-85)
4712 Candlelight Dr. 
Davenport, IA 52806
(563) 386-3769

Marv Heikens (1982-83)
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Chuck Colegrove (1981)
5606 6th Ave.
Armstrong, IA 50514
(712) 864-3170

Rich Moench (1980)
2155 Iowa Ave.,
Humboldt, IA 50548
(515) 332-3587

Gary Fairchild (1979)
933 170th St.
Ogden, IA 50212
(515) 275-4133

Bill Nordstrom (1978)
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elected to the board of directors for the Iron 
Dog Brigade, and Judy King of Council 
Bluffs assumed the position of secretary/
treasurer for that prestigious society. The 
Iron Dogs is an elite group of volunteers, 
administrators and industry leaders who 
have worked tirelessly over their careers to 
promote and protect the sport of snowmo-
biling. Membership is by invitation only, 
and the organization currently stands at 115 
inductees.

In addition to meetings, attendees at 
Congress had the opportunity to network 
at special off-site activities, and volunteers 
were recognized at the Saturday evening 
Awards Banquet. In a report to the ISSA 
Board of Directors, Andreini said Iowa’s 
participation at Congress each year is im-
portant because it provides participants 
with the platform to “discuss, monitor and 
voice our opinions to keep our sport at its 
best.”

“It is also important to keep in mind that 
your interest in snowmobiles are being rep-
resented every year in a series of meetings 
aimed at improving, growing and defend-
ing your sport,” Andreini said. “Addition-
ally, if you have a topic that is important 
to you or want your voice heard, our rep-
resentatives have the chance to make your 
opinion count.”

Besides listening to industry leaders and 
guest speakers, the delegation from Iowa 
also participated in several break-out ses-
sions at ISC. Topics ranged from groomer 

engine emissions and GPS trail mapping to 
avalanche awareness, ice safety and win-
ter survival. Seminars also discussed the 
importance of youth involvement in orga-
nized snowmobiling.

“Presenters stressed that young people 
are the most important asset for our clubs 
and associations,” Andreini reported. “Our 
support via education to teach them how to 
become leaders within clubs is of the great-
est importance for generations to come.”

Also of note, snowmobile administrators 
did toss around the idea of eliminating the 
finger-count hand signal when snowmobil-
ers encounter each other out on the trail, 
but the measure failed to gain any traction.

Ed Klim, president of the International 
Snowmobile Manufacturers Association, 
provided his annual address to Congress 
participants, updating audience members 
on annual snowmobile sales, threats to 
snowmobile access and other areas of in-
terest.

ISC Charity Chair Len Neisler from the 
Indiana Snowmobilers Association report-
ed 1,981 snowmobile clubs raised more 
than $2 million for charity last season, 
and volunteers donated more than 200,000 
hours to the sport of snowmobiling and to 
their local communities.

In 2018, the ISC moves to Nova Scotia 
and returns to the Midwest at Michigan in 
2019. The ISSA has hosted the Congress 
twice: 1995 at Cedar Rapids and 2010 at 
Coralville.

Walk-N-Roll for Spina Bifida 
Oct. 7 in Des Moines
The ISSA is inviting snowmobile clubs in Iowa to participate in the Spina Bifida 

Association of Iowa’s (SBAI) Walk-N-Roll fundraiser Oct. 7 at 1 p.m. at 
Principal Park in Des Moines.

“The Walk-N-Roll is a family-friendly, non-competitive, one-mile walk and 
educational resource fair that raises awareness of Spina 
Bifida and celebrates the accomplishments of the 
over 166,000 Americans living with its challenges,” 
according to the SBAI’s website at www.sbaofia.org.

The SBAI is the official charity of the ISSA. There 
is no fee to enter, and anyone who donates $100 or 
more will receive a commemorative t-shirt. Proceeds 
will be used to support local community programs and 
services for all affected by Spina Bifida.

“The name Walk-N-Roll was selected because it 
embodies a sense of inclusiveness and invokes the sense of empowerment which 
the Spina Bifida community embraces in all that it does,” the SBAI said. “A belief 
in a better tomorrow is our vision, and the steps taken in this walk represent steps on 
a path to realizing that dream.”

Participants are encouraged to form teams and to show their spirit by wearing 
coordinating apparel and carrying signs. 

If you are unable to attend, donations are being accepted by mail to Spina Bifida 
Association of Iowa 8525 Douglas Ave. Suite 39, Urbandale, IA 50322. Please 
specify if your check is a general donation or if it should be applied to a team. 
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by Cameron Hanson

ISSA members and snowmobilers in general with concerns or 
comments regarding the transition of power over the state snow-

mobile program in Iowa are invited to attend a question-and-an-
swer session at the 2017 ISSA Annual Convention in Cedar Rapids 
Nov. 18.

Moderated by ISSA officials, the forum will begin at 3 p.m. in 
the two-hour agenda slot previously occupied by the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (IDNR). The convention will be lo-
cated at the Hilton Hotel Cedar 
Rapids Convention Complex 
in downtown Cedar Rapids.

On Sept. 11, the ISSA signed 
a cooperative agreement with 
the IDNR to assume control 
of the snowmobile trail grant 
process and the distribution of 
more than two-thirds of the 
snowmobile registration fees 
collected annually.

The contract also transferred 
ownership of the groomer fleet 
to the ISSA, and administra-
tion of the program now falls 
on the ISSA’s Review and 
Selection Committee (RSC) for approving grant requests and on 
the ISSA’s Emergency Funding Committee (EFC) for issuing pay-
ments. ISSA President Chris Willey and Past ISSA President Terry 
Durby will assume permanent positions on those subcommittees.

“With this contract, we have reached a historic point not only 
in Iowa but in organized snowmobiling as a whole,” Willey said. 
“The ISSA is now fully responsible for the administration and 
grooming of snowmobile trails in Iowa. We have accomplished 
something never before done and have set an example for snow-
mobile associations across the Snow Belt to follow.”

“After spending 15 years trying to convince the IDNR that the 
ISSA is a credible ally for them in all respects, I believe we have 
accomplished a great milestone in signing this contract, giving us 
full control of the local side of the funds and the entire trail main-
tenance inventory,” said Durby, who was elected ISSA vice presi-
dent in 2003 and has been involved in the groomer program ever 
since.

Bipartisan Support
This transition was made possible by the unanimous passage of 

a bipartisan bill earlier this year in the Iowa Legislature. Looking 
to gain more control of the program, the ISSA had requested up to 
80 percent of the funds but, through concessions and negotiations, 
ended with up with 70 percent, still up significantly from the stan-
dard 50 percent since the program’s inception in the mid-1970s.

“The ISSA worked with Iowa legislators and the IDNR to ensure 
that your snowmobile registration and trail pass user fees are get-
ting to where they are needed: to maintain your local snowmobile 
trails,” Willey said. “We want to take even greater responsibility 
for the Iowa snowmobile program.”

“The difference that makes me believe 

2017 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 17-18 Cedar Rapids, IA

Tentative Agenda

Friday, Nov. 17
2 p.m. to 9 p.m.	 Convention Registration
	 Snow Show Set-up
		 “Snowmobile Iowa” Set-up	
7 p.m. to 11 p.m.	 Hospitality and Games
	 Raffle Prizes

Saturday, Nov. 18
8 a.m. to Noon	 Convention Registration
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.	 ISSA Snow Show 
8:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 	 Opening Remarks
8:45 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.	 Region Meetings/
	 Director Elections
9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m.	 General Membership 
	 Annual Meeting
11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.	 Brunch w/Lobbyist Update
1 p.m.	 Silent Auction opens
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 	 Breakout Sessions
3 p.m.	 ISSA Grant Program
5 p.m.	 Social Hour		
6:00 p.m.	 Silent Auction Closes	   	
		 Dinner		
6:30 p.m.	 Guest Speaker
7:15 p.m.	 Awards
	 Raffle Prizes
8:30 p.m.	 Entertainment

Program Transition 
Forum Planned
Stakeholders Invited to Saturday 
Afternoon Q&A Convention Weekend

2017 ISSA 
Convention 

Preview

turn to page 15
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Have an off-season 
itch you just can’t 

seem to scratch? Try 
soothing it in the cool waters 
of a northwest Iowa swimming hole.

For the third summer in a row, the Sioux 
County Snowmobile Club of Region 1 hosted 
its Rivers Bend Shootout watercross races on 
one of three ponds at the Rivers Bend Campground in 
Rock Valley the last weekend in July.

Complete with cascading rooster tails and the occasional sunken 
sled, the unique attraction continues to draw a sizeable crowd to 
this corner of the state. Here, modified snowmobiles double as 
personal watercraft, and staying dry is an unlikely option for the 
competitors.

“This is the fastest show you’ll ever see on water,” explained 
sophomore racer and club vice president Jesse Wynia of Sioux 
Center. “Some of the pros out there this year were travelling 80 
mph down the straightaways. It’s just insane, and you really need 
to come see it in person.”

Featuring drag and oval racing on a two-thirds mile pond, the 
shootout was once again sanctioned by the International Water-
cross Association (IWA). This season, the July 28-29 event served 
as the fifth stop on the organization’s seven-race circuit.

Trevor Fjosne, 34, of Willow River, Minn., southwest of Duluth, 
is in his first year as IWA president. With most of his organization’s 

events in Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin—including two at Brainerd—he 

said he enjoys travelling south to Iowa 
for a slight change of scenery.

“I really like racing in Iowa, and the 
guys with the club down there do a great 

job,” Fjosne said. “There are usually no hiccups with 
the event, and they work really well with myself and the 

rest of our staff. They are all great club members, and they all 
care about what they are doing. They obviously care about snow-
mobiling; otherwise, they wouldn’t be doing this.”

Goal Remains the Same
According to president Kelly Roder, the Sioux County club 

became interested in hosting the event several years ago when 
members began identifying revenue streams to help finance a new 
groomer. A few members had been following the watercross circuit 
and suggested the club host a race when another venue dropped off 
the IWA schedule. So far, so good.

“Our number one goal with this event is to get an updated 
groomer at some point for our club. That has always been the 
plan,” Roder said, referring to the 10 percent voluntary club match 
recommended toward a new groomer purchase in Iowa. “Maybe if 
we make enough, we’ll just buy our own.”

Relying on sponsorships and proceeds from gate admissions, 
Roder said the club continues to make a profit with its watercross 
weekend. Based on advice from organizers from other promotion-
al events in their neck of the woods, he expects the event to really 
start paying dividends within the next few years.

“We’re still pretty optimistic about this event and are still look-
ing forward to next year,” Roder said. “This is only our third year 
in, and everyone around here who holds big events like tractor 
pulls say you need to commit to five years before it really takes 
off. It’s definitely been getting easier the more times we put it on. 
Things are definitely flowing a lot better as far as organizing the 
event and securing more and more sponsors.”

Friday Night Shootout
Spread throughout the campground and encircling the pond, 

spectators at Rivers Bend watched 45 racers compete in five oval 
classes and three drag classes. With the event held on a Friday and 
Saturday, the club offers a special $750 Rivers Bend Shootout race 
Friday evening to help bring the crowd and racers in early. This 

Wakes Permitted 
in this 				    Zone

Sioux County Club 
Hosts Watercross 

Races for Third 
Straight Summer

Photos courtesy Eric 
Sherman Images

Story by 
Cameron Hanson

Trevor Fjosne slices 
through the water.

Side-by-side racing action
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shootout is unique to Rock Valley on the 
IWA circuit and allows racers from differ-
ent classes to compete against each other.

“We do our entire drag show on Friday 
and then do a head-to-head oval shootout 
that night,” Fjosne explained. “That’s a lot 
of fun because you usually don’t get to race 
that many guys at once. It’s usually only 
three or four at a time. The shootout is a 
chance to win some extra money, and it’s 
a chance for Semi Pro guys to race against 
Pro Open racers where they would normal-
ly have to bump up a class to do that. It 
helps them see where they are at competi-
tively in the sport.”

To date, Wynia is the only competitor 
from Iowa on the IWA circuit. Everyone 
else pretty much hails from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. Wynia, who owns Project May-
hem Power Sports, ran a limited schedule 
in the Semi Pro class this season and made 
his first drag final at Rock Valley. He hopes 
others from Iowa will follow his lead and 
get involved in the sport.

“If anyone wants any insight or needs any 
assistance getting into this sport, I would be 
very willing to help them at my shop at a 
very discounted price,” said Wynia, listing 
his number at (712) 441-0934. “I believe it 
would be huge if we had more local people 
involved. It would definitely help our at-
tendance, but our turnout was still pretty 
good this year.”

“This competition allows snowmobilers 
to enjoy their sport all year round,” Fjosne 
added. “If you love snowmobiling, you’ll 
want to do something that keeps you inter-
ested all year. If you didn’t do something 
like this, your sled would just sit in the ga-
rage all summer long.”

Varying Levels of Investment
Depending on who you ask, novice rid-

David Fisher of Eagan, Minn., won the Friday night shootout at Rock Valley July 28.

Note the marker buoy strapped to Jesse Wynia’s handlebars.

ers can be competitive in watercross racing 
with as little of an investment as $3,000 to 
as much as $6,000. The price tag climbs 
even further in the modified Pro Open 
class. A stock snowmobile can simply be 
converted into a watercross sled by sealing 
up the engine compartment and installing 
crank drain plugs in case it sinks out on the 
course.

Per IWA rules, each sled is equipped with 
a marker buoy to aid in the recovery pro-
cess, and all pre-mixed gas is contained in a 
small, leak-proof container to prevent water 
contamination. Wynia said the quantity of 
gas for each sled is limited to eight laps so 
the environmental risk is “very minimal.” 
Other modifications to a sled can include 
shorter skis and narrower suspensions, 
but those adjustments are not necessary to 

compete.
“If you have the right sled and enough 

people to help you, it doesn’t take too much 
to get set up,” Fjosne said. “You could use 
your stock sled and switch it back and 
forth if you wanted. It can be done. We’ve 
thought about creating a novice class to get 
more people interested in the sport, but if 
you’ve been around it for a while, you can 
usually make it to a few finals relatively 
quickly.”

Sport Gaining in Popularity
While fairly new to Iowa, watercross 

racing has been around for more than 40 
years. The flagship event occurs at Grants-
burg, Wis., each July, and features competi-
tors from the IWA as well as the Eastern 
Watercross Association and Canada. The 
World Championship Watercross there en-
ters its 42nd year next July. Fjosne lives 
near Grantsburg and therefore was aware 
of the sport long before joining its ranks six 
years ago.

“Even though most people have never 
really heard of it, the sport of watercross 
racing is a little bit bigger than people real-
ize,” he said.

Prior to watercross, Fjosne said he spent 
most of his youth racing motocross and rid-
ing ATVs in northern Minnesota. He said 
he grew up on snowmobiles but lost in-
terest when the weather did not cooperate 
enough during the winter months. He now 
finds most of his time on a sled during the 
summer, when it’s definitely warmer out-
side and a little easier on the anatomy.

“I’ve raced everything you pretty much 
can, including more than 15 years on a dirt 
bike,” he said. “Motocross is really hard on 
you. Racing snow- turn to page 20



Advertorial

Come Ride 
the Trails in 

Floyd County 
this Winter

Trail Profile

Editor’s Note: The following trail profile is a joint promotional 
effort among the host club, the ISSA Communications Committee 
and the Iowa State Snowmobile Program. For $500, your club’s 
trail system can be featured in future issues of this publication. 
That cost is reduced to $350 if your club is a Platinum Sponsor of 
the ISSA.

The members of the Floyd County Groomers Association of 
Region 4 invite their fellow snowmobilers from across Iowa to 
explore the snowmobile trails of Floyd County this winter.

As detailed on the map printed on the subsequent two pages, the 
club boasts 190 miles of trails, nearly all of which are cross-country 
thanks to the generosity of 204 landowners—a ratio of more than 
one lease per mile of trail.

The Floyd County trail system serves the communities of Colwell, 
Charles City, Floyd, Rudd, Rockford, Marble Rock, Greene, 
Aredale, Rockwell and Nora Springs. The club also connects to 
five neighboring clubs at eight different intersections. 

Besides the trail map, all of the club’s trails are available digitally 
on the Polaris Ride Command trail app, and current groomer reports 
and trail conditions are regularly posted on the club’s Facebook 
page or website at www.floydcountygroomers.webs.com.

Weather and trail conditions permitting, the club hopes to host one of 
the ISSA’s Ride Iowa weekend trail events this season. As listed on the 
trail map, trailheads with trailer parking are located in Floyd and Greene. 

Additional locales are also being scouted. Lodging is available in Charles 
City, Nora Springs and Marble Rock.

Please note in Charles City, the bridge on the Charley Western 
Recreational Trail (a former railbed pictured above) is currently closed 
due to structural issues. The club is working with local officials to maintain 
snowmobile access to this bridge once the repairs have been made as it 
provides a safe crossing over the Cedar River. Despite dead-ending on 
either side of this bridge, the club plans to maintain its through-town trail 
to provide access to services.

As pictured at top and at left, the club’s trail system in western Floyd 
County has followed the Shell Rock River from Nora Springs to Greene 
for more than 30 years. Extending north with the North Iowa Snow 
Seekers and south with the Butler County Snow Snoops, the trail along 
the riverbottom provides plenty of scenery and wildlife viewing.

Down from a high of 114 in 2012, club membership currently stands 
at 46 members, a reduction directly linked to the recent lackluster 
snowmobile seasons. As with most snowmobile clubs, a dedicated core 
group of volunteers keeps the club going, many of whom are now second-
generation members.

Founded in 1981, the Floyd County Groomers Associaiton is a 100 
percent member of the ISSA and supports many of the state organization’s 
initiatives. Three club members presently serve on the ISSA Board of 
Directors as secretary, treasurer and Region 4 director, while another is 
a past president.

So stay close to home this winter and plan a trip to Floyd County. With 
18 certified groomer operators, the club works hard to manicure its trails 
for your riding experience. For current conditions or for more information, 
please contact club trail coordinator Steve King at (641) 330-9755.
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we can do a better job is more of the mon-
ies are going to local trails and equipment, and we can streamline 
much of the process that restricted the IDNR as a state agency,” 
Durby said. “There are clear paths we can take to make the pro-
cess, over time, much more user-friendly.”

Also overseeing groomer placement and operator training, the 
ISSA’s two committees will likely adopt the guidelines already set 
in place by the IDNR to administer the program. The IDNR will 
procedurally have that criteria removed from Iowa Administrative 
Code as that section “is no longer applicable to the grant program,” 
explained IDNR’s Rhonda Fowler.

“The ISSA is tasked with developing its own rules, policies and 
procedures for managing the grant program in the cooperative 
agreement,” Fowler pointed out. “The ISSA will be the primary 
point of contact for communication regarding grants, but I will 
share that they have maintained a desire to keep the program fa-
miliar to the clubs.”

With its 30 percent share of program revenue, the IDNR will 
continue to collect the registration fees and user permit fees and 
also provide law enforcement and safety education oversight. 
Fowler will serve as the IDNR’s lone representative on the RSC, 
and the funds will be transferred quarterly to the ISSA with an 
independent auditor reviewing the books each fiscal year.

“The audit is required because the IDNR is passing money from 
the state treasury to a third party and to ensure compliance with the 
terms of the agreement,” Fowler explained.

Contract Delayed
While the change in percentages and control of the program took 

effect July 1, the cooperative agreement was delayed because 16 
pieces of grooming equipment were tied to federal funds and their 
transfer had to be cleared by the Iowa Department of Transporta-
tion, which oversaw the grant process that helped fund their pur-

chase. 
Within four days of signing the contract, the ISSA received a 

check from the IDNR for $310,363.35. According to Durby, that 
amount is what the department determined to be 50 percent of the 
funds received last fiscal year, including balance adjustments, and 
de-obligated funds from this fiscal year.  

“This was determined to be 50 percent because it was tied to 
the last fiscal year when the percentages were still 50-50,” Durby 
said. “Going forward, we are excited knowing that the quarterly 
transfers of revenue will happen with our portion now going to 70 
percent.”

With the contract now signed and funds transferred, the ISSA’s 
special subcommittees can begin the process of paying the state’s 
trail and equipment insurance, finalizing grant requests from Iowa 
snowmobile clubs and ordering trail signs for the upcoming sea-
son. 

Meeting since July in Story City, the team is working with a 
total budget of $339,574. In addition to sign orders estimated at 
$25,000, this breaks down to $160,748 for fuel, maintenance, 
groomer leases and trail development; $100,000 for emergency 
repair, administrative costs and auditing; and $53,825 for insur-
ance. 

“These figures may alarm some since the total is larger than what 
we have in the account, but we do have further revenues coming 
in to us well before much of this budget will be expended,” Durby 
clarified.

Communication Pledge
In addition to the upcoming seminar at convention, Willey, 

Durby and other RSC members have been making the rounds 
to various clubs around the state this fall to explain the program 
changes. Among others, they included meetings in Regions 2, 4, 
5 and 10. More visits are expected as the 

from page 8

turn to page 19



October 201716

2017 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 17-18 Cedar Rapids, IA

Sponsorship Opportunities

Title Sponsor			        	 $2500 +
Platinum Sponsor			   $500
Gold Sponsor				    $100

Guest Speakers		             		 6 @ $500
Seminar Programs			   6 @ $200
Friday Night Beverages			  3 @ $300
Friday Night Entertainment		  2 @ $250
Saturday Night Entertainment		  2 @ $1000
Saturday Night MC	            		  $200
Program Printing		               $250
Name Badges			                $250
Youth Event	  	                           $200

Past President Award			    $200
Family Award				     $200
Youth Award				     $200
Young Adult Award			    $200
Snowmobiler Award			    $200
Lady Snowmobiler Award		   $200
Groomer Award			        	  $200
Club Award				     $200

Business ___________________________________
Address ____________________________________
Phone Number ______________________________
Email ______________________________________
Sponsorship Type: □ Donor   □ Convention   □  Awards
Sponsorship Item: ____________________________

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________

To secure your sponsorship, please send your 
sponsorship check made out to the ISSA and this 

sponsorship form to: Jean McPherson  P.O. Box 225 
Olin, IA 52320 or email it to timnjean@netins.net. 

For more information, call (563) 593-0304.

2017 ISSA Annual Convention
Nov. 17-18 Cedar Rapids, IA

Registration Form

Name ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________
City _________________ State _________Zip _____
Phone Number ______________________________
Email ______________________________________
Snowmobile Club ____________________________
Organization  ________________________________

Check all that apply:
___ Full Registration $75      
___ Friday only Registration $20     
___ Saturday only Registration $60
___ Youth Registration $30 (5 to 12 years old)  
       Under 5 are Free.

Full Convention Registration Includes:
Friday night hospitality and entertainment
Saturday lunch, afternoon seminars
Snow Show admittance 
Saturday evening banquet

Register by Oct. 15 to qualify 
for the Early Bird drawing.

Please Note: Registration fees DO NOT include lodging. 
For hotel rooms, contact the Double Tree by Hilton at 
(319) 731-4444. Be sure to ask for the ISSA block of 
rooms at the rate of $112.00 plus tax. Please reserve 
rooms by Nov. 3 to get the special rate. 

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________

Please make check payable to the ISSA. Mail 
payment and completed registration form to: Jean 

McPherson, P.O. Box 225 Olin, IA 52320 
or email it to timnjean@netins.net. 

For more information, call (563) 593-0304.

•
•
•
•

2017 ISSA Snow Show
Nov. 18 Cedar Rapids, IA

Vendor Registration Form
Business ____________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________ Email  _____________________________
Booth Size:  10x10 $75  10x20 $150  10x30 $225 	10x40 $300

Amount Enclosed ______ Make check payable to ISSA.
Mail form and payment to: ISSA Snow Show c/o Chris Nelson
			       41 Anderson Rd., Anamosa, IA 52205
All booths come with pipe and drape. Electricity, Internet and AV equipment 
costs extra and will be billed separately by the hotel. For more information, 
email cnelson85@hotmail.com or call (319) 826-5000.

Official Notice of ISSA 
Elections & Proposed 

By-Law Changes
Who: 

Officers & Directors from 
Odd-Numbered Regions

When: 
ISSA General Membership Assembly

ISSA Annual Convention, Nov. 18

Where: 
DoubleTree Hilton Hotel 
Cedar Rapids Convention 

Forms can be printed off the ISSA’s website at www.iowasnowmobiler.com.
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Clubs in red reported 
100% ISSA Membership

ISSA CLUBS

REGION ONE
Buena Vista Blizzard Busters

President: Jeffrey Sassman
709 Hudson St., Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 299-1001

Clay County Sno Broncs
President: Doug Alger
912 E 14th St., Spencer, IA 51301
(712) 260-6855, eliteautodoug@gmail.com

Dickinson County SnowHawks
www.dickinsoncountysnowhawks.com
P.O. Box 504, Spirit Lake, IA 51360
President: Kevin Winters
P.O. Box 305, Lake Park, IA 51347
(712) 320-9530, kwinters93@gmail.com

Lyon County Sno-Lyons
P.O. Box 576, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
President: Walt Dibbern
902 1st Ave, Rock Rapids, IA 51246
(712) 472-3804, waltdibbern@yahoo.com

O’Brien County Snowtrackers
President: Kelly Jongerius
Visit club’s Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/pages/OBrien-County-
Snowtrackers/149959738392476.

Osceola County High Point Riders
www.highpointriders.com
President: Jeremy Wollmuth
5992 200th Street, Melvin, IA 51350
(712) 461-1510, wollmuth@mtcnet.net

Powder Players Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Remsen, IA 51050
www.powder-players.com
President: Jim Skinner
4871 Pierce Ave., Paullina, IA 51046
(712) 448-2567

Sioux County Snowmobile Club
www.siouxcountysnowmobileclub.com 
Search Sioux County Snowmobile Club on 
Facebook under club info in Iowa Snowmobiler
President: Dave Taylor
313 Hunter Ridge, Rock Valley, IA  51247
(712) 449-5556, Dave.Taylor@interstates.com

REGION TWO
Emmet County Driftbusters

President: Tyson Enerson
4591 195th St., Estherville, IA 51334
Enerson747@gmail.com, (712) 209-3330

Humboldt Sno-Skimmers
President: Brian Ricklefs
P.O. Box 72, Dakota City, IA 50529-0072
(515) 368-0384, bricklef@goldfieldaccess.net

Kossuth County Drift Skippers
President: Jeremy Walker
1402 170th St., LuVerne, IA  50560-8552 
(515) 341-1626, jlkwalk@gmail.com

Palo Alto Rough Riders
President: Kurt Bonnstetter
111 Iowa St., P.O. Box 62, Cylinder, IA 50528
(712) 424-3011, kbonnste@windstream.net

Sno-Pak
P.O. Box 122, Rockwell City, IA 50579
www.snopak.com
President: Kolby Wagner
749 South Street, Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-7383, kjwagner@windstream.net

REGION THREE
Hancock County Snowmobile Assn.

President: Dan Stromer
1840 Hwy 69, Klemme, IA  50449
(641) 587-9903, stromerd@yahoo.com

Iowa River Riders
President: Lenny Watts
2835 Sycamore Ave., Dows, IA 50071
(515) 571-6034, lenny@usa-chemical.com

Region 1

O’Brien County Snowtrackers
by Zelda Buse Christensen, Reporter

It’s fall: Kids are back in school, the Clay County Fair is ending this weekend, many 
bean fields are nearing harvest and snowmobiling is entering riders’ minds.

 How much snow will Iowa get this winter?  Hopefully, much.
 How much success will the new operation change have for ISSA this year? Again, 

hopefully, much. Probably more than ever, clubs, and individuals who make up the clubs, 
need to support the ISSA.

 
Region 3

Worth County Fence Stretchers
by Nicole Knudson, Secretary

Greetings from the Worth County Fence Stretchers! It is hard to believe that summer 
has slipped away already, and fall is here. With fall’s arrival, the kids are back at school, 
harvest preparation is underway and we are preparing for another snowmobile season. 

What is on our agenda here in Worth County? Well, we will 
be hosting our annual membership drive, which includes a meal, 
raffle and a social for members and families. This is a fun evening 
that we use as our “kick-off to winter,” which is a night of food, 
socializing and gathering of our memberships for the year. 

Sounds like lots of changes going on at the state level which are 
exciting. Lots of hard work has gone into making successful changes, and we thank our 
leaders at the state level for that! We look forward to the future!

Region 5

Cresco Driftrunners
by Bob Martinek, Treasurer

Hi from Cresco. Harvest has started and so has our new “season.” Between our steak fry 
meeting and the ones coming in the mail, we have over 50 renewals/new memberships so 
far. If you are one, “Thank you”. If not. Why? Fill out the form, write a check and mail it 
back. It takes lots of members to keep this club going!

At our annual meeting, we had three board members who completed their terms. Big 
thanks to Dan O., Christy S. and Dean Z. for all their dedication and hard work. Welcome 
to the new board members. (This is written just before our election so I can’t tell you 
who they are.) Anyhow, our next event coming up is our annual Toys for Tots Drive and 
Kickoff Dance on Nov. 25. Details are still being finalized and I will report more on that 
later. Until next time, thanks.

Club 
News

2017 ISSA Club Challenge
North Iowa Snow Seekers/The Jack Race.........................................................................$1,500
Webster County Ice Breakers.............................................................................................$1,100
Eastern Iowa Sledheads........................................................................................................$500
North Iowa Sno-Jammers......................................................................................................$500
Snowdrifters...........................................................................................................................$500
Mitchell County E-Z Riders....................................................................................................$500
Tri-County Snowmobile Association......................................................................................$376
Central Iowa Snowmobilers...................................................................................................$350
Snow Pioneers......................................................................................................................$350
Floyd County Groomers........................................................................................................$300
Sac County Sno-Lovers.........................................................................................................$300
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club.........................................................................................$250
Bremer County Sno-Knights..................................................................................................$250
Humboldt Sno-Skimmers.......................................................................................................$250
Howard County Stumpjumpers..............................................................................................$250
Cedar Falls Sno Hawks.........................................................................................................$250
Chickasaw Sno-Riders..........................................................................................................$250
Lyon County Sno-Lyons........................................................................................................$200
Eastern Iowa Sno-Riders.......................................................................................................$200
Iowa River Riders..................................................................................................................$100
Trails Unlimited......................................................................................................................$100

Proceeds benefit the ISSA’s lobbying effort.
Contact your region director to make a donation.
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Lakota Sno-Eagles
President: Jordan Valvick
4410 Highway 169, Lakota, IA 50451
(515) 538-0290, jordanvalvick@gmail.com

North Iowa Sno-Jammers
P.O. Box 103, Lake Mills, IA 50450
www.northiowasnojammers.com
President: Valere Holtan
38320 210th Ave., Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 567-3674, vholtan@wctatel.net

North Iowa Snow Seekers
President: Angie Lien
northiowasnowseekers@yahoo.com
(641) 494-6133

Worth County Fence Stretchers
P.O. Box 27, Northwood, IA 50459 
President: Steve Arnold 
1906 Hwy 105, Northwood, IA 50459
(641) 324-1125, (641) 390-0567
k44arnold@gmail.com

REGION FOUR
Bremer County Sno-Knights

President: Dennis Koehler
805 9th St NW, Waverly, IA 50677	
(319)352-5576, (319) 240-5756
koehler805@gmail.com

Butler County Snow Snoops
President: Seth Bram
17313 Packard Ave., Clarksville, IA 50619
(641) 512-1932, sethbram@gmail.com

Cedar Falls Sno Hawks
President: Scott Nauman
402 Fifth St., Rudd, IA 50471
(641) 425-9898
sdnauman04@gmail.com

Chickasaw Sno-Riders
President: Dan Feenstra
1310 Jasper Ave., New Hampton, IA 50659
(319) 404-5482, 148danfeen@gmail.com

Dewar Snow Chasers
President: Jim Paul
11217 East Dunkerton Rd., Dunkerton, IA 50626
(319) 232-7295

Floyd County Groomers Association
President: Philip Schrage
P.O. Box 7, Marble Rock, IA 50653
(641) 397-2775, schrage@windstream.net
www.floydcountygroomers.webs.com

Howard County Stump Jumpers
President: Jim Owen
602 Cherry St., Riceville, IA 50466
(641) 220-0149
buckarro0149@hotmail.com

Mitchell County E-Z Riders, Inc.,
President: Karl Hermann
128 State St ., Osage, IA 50461
(641) 732-5778
jkconstruction92@yahoo.com

REGION FIVE
Allamakee Sno-Blazers

Allamakee Sno-Blazers
PO Box 94 Waukon, IA 52172
President: Brandon Fahey
snoblazers@yahoo.com

Asbury Snowhawks
President: Tom Spalla
3309 Brook Hollow Dr., Asbury, IA 52002
(563) 582-8893. tnspalla@hotmail.com

Clayton County Snowbirds
12469 Hwy. 18, Postville, IA 52162
President: Dan Torkelson
302 E Church St, Farmersburg, IA 52047
(563) 880-2422

October
Spina Bifida Association of Iowa Walk-N-Roll Oct. 7 at 1 p.m. at Principal Park, Des 
Moines.
ISSA Board of Directors meeting Oct. 8. Location TBD.
Southeast Iowa Ridge-Blasters Inaugural Snowmobile Show and Swap Meet Oct. 21 at 
10 a.m. Mount Pleasant

November
Trails Unlimited chicken dinner fundraiser Nov. 3 at The Zipper, Festina.
2017 ISSA Convention and Snow Show Nov. 17-18 Cedar Rapids.
Driftrunners Toys for Tots Drive and Kickoff Dance Nov. 25.

December
ISSA Board of Directors meeting TBA.

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Region 9

Snowdrifters, Inc.
by Ron Roe   

Wow, last month flew by. Lucky I picked up the last magazine to read and saw the 
deadline for the October issue.

I don’t have a lot to write about yet. We had a good turnout with our tractor pull in Au-
gust. Thanks to all who helped in putting this on, not just our members but everyone who 
donated time and equipment. It takes a lot of effort from a lot of people. Thanks again for 
that.

We had our monthly meeting Sept. 14 and had a good turnout of members plus our Re-
gion 9 Director Tim McPherson and his wife, Jean. Tim talked about things he would like 
to do in Region 9. Jean talked about the convention in November. We would like to thank 
them for attending our meeting.

I went to Hay Days the second weekend in September and saw tons of people. There 
were a lot of vendors and swappers. It just gets bigger every year. We had real good 
weather for the weekend. That Monday, my wife Chris and I went to Spooner, Wis., with 
our ATVs and had some good riding for three days. The trails were a little dusty but not 
as bad as I have rode on. The best part was after riding about an hour one day, I came to a 
road intersection and pulled up to stop and looked to my left and a black bear was crossing 
the road also. We watched him, and he just crossed the road and went down into the ditch 
and minded his own business. We were happy for that. 

I don’t really have a lot more for now. Next month, we will start working on the trails 
and then there will be more things happening. 

Snowdrifters members help prep the track at Hawkeye Downs in Cedar Rapids for the 
club’s Big Town Showdown truck and tractor pull in August.
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Driftrunners, Inc.
Join Us on Facebook under ‘Groups’
President: Jeff Zak
607 2nd Ave W, Cresco, IA 52136
563-271-2154, 
driftrunnerssnowmobileclub@gmail.com

Dyersville Driftskippers
www.dyersvilledriftskippers.net
President: Josh Ruley 
(563) 663 4024, fourtrakcity@aol.com

Snow Pioneers
President: Steve Vorwald
1582 210th St., Manchester, IA 52057
(563) 927-5362, ssvorwald@windstream.net

Trail Blaz-zers Inc.
President: Randy Kaune, Sr.
11419 90th St, Fayette, IA 52142
(563) 920-8491, randysr05@hotmail.com

Trails Unlimited
Trails Unlimited
15778 282nd St., West Union, IA 52175
President: Bud Winter
(319) 231-3337, bwinter@acegroup.cc

Wapsipinicon Snowmobile Association
P.O. Box 802, Indepedence, IA 50644
www.wsaiowa.com
President:  Morgan J. Kuper
1916 Central Ave., Jesup, IA 50648.
(319) 239-0590, mkuper3@jtt.net

 Winneshiek Trail Twisters Inc.
P.O. Box 154, Decorah, IA 52101 
President: Jake Ludeking
2005 Centennial Rd, Decorah, IA 52101	
(563) 380-6747, jakeludeking@gmail.com

REGION SIX
Sac County Snow Lovers

P.O. Box 464, Lakeview, IA 51450
President: Jamie Rohlf
408 Center St., Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 830-2196
 

REGION SEVEN
High Bridge Trailblazers

President: Ryan Lowman
603 Allison St, Boone, IA 50036
(515) 230-1181, lowman700@gmail.com

Raccoon Valley Snow Chasers
President: Mike Patten
5204 Neva Pt., Panora, IA 50216
(641) 755-3863, mjpat76@aol.com

Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club
P.O. Box 3133, Des Moines, IA 50316
www.saylorvilledamsnowmobileclub.org
President: Craig Krapfl
3614 SW 29th,  Ankeny, IA. 50023  
(515) 707-7237, ckrapfl@gmail.com

Team Iowa Snowmobilers
www.teamiowasnowmobilers.com
President: David Eide
3339 Stagecoach Rd., Stratford, Iowa 50249
teamiowasnowmobilers@hotmail.com
(515) 835-8000

Webster County Ice Breakers
President: Jim Suchan
3374 Garfield Ave., Gowrie, IA 50543
(515) 352-3039, (515) 351-0072 
jsmgr@lvcta.com

REGION EIGHT
Central Iowa Snowmobilers

P.O. Box 1751, Marshalltown, IA 50158
President: Blake Matney
PO Box 171, Liscomb, IA 50148
(641) 485-3161, bmatney05@gmail.com

Clubs in red reported 
100% ISSA Membership

ISSA CLUBS

2017 Charitable Contributions
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Association........................................................................$2,350
Hancock Snowmobile Association.....................................................................................$2,250
Eastern Iowa Sledheads.............................................................................................................. $500
Tri-County Snowmobile Association..................................................................................... $376
Floyd County Groomers............................................................................................................. $300
Bremer County Sno-Knights...................................................................................................... $250
Snowdrifters...................................................................................................................................... $250
Central Iowa Snowmobilers...................................................................................................... $200
Trail Blaz-zers, Inc............................................................................................................................ $200
Snow Pioneers................................................................................................................................. $100
Iowa River Riders............................................................................................................................. $100

Proceeds benefit the Spina Bifida Association of Iowa. 

season progresses as 
the ISSA makes good on its August pledge 
of improved communication with its mem-
bership.

“I look forward to working with all 
the clubs to serve their needs and expand 
snowmobiling in Iowa,” Durby said. “I 
believe we have set a precedent in these 
actions and look forward to helping other 
states as they look at possible changes to 
benefit their programs as well.”

 While admitting the program is forced to 
play a little catch-up with the contract de-
lay, Willey said he anticipates the transition 
will bring positive changes to the sport. Of-
ficials from other state associations have 
already taken notice of the so-called pilot 
program in Iowa and have reached out to 
Willey for advice on how to take control of 
their own programs.

“We may not have the registration num-
bers other states have or get the snow totals 
they get, but we still like to think we have 
a strong leadership role in the organized 

snowmobile community,” Willey said. 
“I would like to thank everyone involved 
in this process. We have ensured that the 
future of snowmobiling in Iowa is in the 
hands of its stakeholders.” 

More to Come
The Q&A session with the ISSA anchors 

the Saturday afternoon seminars at conven-
tion, additional break-out sessions include 
an update on the ISSA’s youth program, and 
the Saturday evening banquet will feature 
entertainment and a special guest speaker. 
More on those attractions will appear in the 
November issue.

Now entering its 44th year, convention 
weekend will also include a snow show 
Saturday as well as board elections Satur-
day morning and hospitality Friday eve-
ning. Convention forms appear on page 16 
and can also be printed off the ISSA’s web-
site at www.iowasnowmobiler.com. Full 
registration costs $75 and does not include 
lodging.

from page 15

ISSA to Raffle Off Grizzly 
Cooler at Convention

The ISSA will raffle off a Grizzly Cooler at its annual convention in Cedar 
Rapids Nov. 18. Tickets cost $5 each and can be purchased convention 
weekend or by contacting your region director. 

The ISSA’s Raffle Committee chose Grizzly Coolers for its prize this year 
for two reasons. First, the company is based out of Decorah, and they 
wanted to buy local. Secondly, Grizzly has partnered with the American 
Council of Snowmobile Associations to raise funds for the national non-profit 
organization. 

The convention cooler 
will be purchased through 
this program  and will 
feature ACSA’s logo. For 
more information on the 
ACSA promotion, visit www.
snowmobilers.org. 

A smaller cooler was raffled 
off at the ISSA Summer 
Campout in August as part of 
an Early Bird drawing to help 
kickstart ticket sales.
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Jasper County Ditch Bangers
President: David Huffaker
P.O. Box 391, Baxter, IA 50028
(641) 751-0622, huffaker-dave@hotmail.com

Tri-County Snowmobile Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 231, Traer, IA 50675
President: Jamie Erhardt
312 Mill St., Traer, IA 50675
(319) 415-8189, jhardt88@yahoo.com

REGION NINE
Cedar County Winter Warriors

ccwwarriors@yahoo.com
President: Jerry Meier
1241 Jackson Ave., Tipton, IA 52772
(319) 325-6021, jerrymeier2040@gmail.com

Cascade Snowmobile Club
President: Steve Peiffer
916 6th Ave. SE, Cascade, IA 52033
(563) 599-1875

Eastern Iowa Sledheads
P.O. Box 519, Lone Tree, IA 52755
easterniowasledheads@aol.com
President: Mindy Scott
P.O. Box 435, 204 W. Dougherty Dr.
Lone Tree, IA 52755, scott4@iowatelecom.net
(319) 629-4630(h), (319) 325-8917(c)

Eastern Iowa Sno-Riders
President: Dylan Bousselot 
P.O. Box 13, Grand Mound, IA 52751
polarisdude900@gmail.com

Frozen Few
P.O. Box 184, Coggon, IA 52218
President: Jamie Prull
1101 First St., Palo, IA 52324
(319) 981-0397, jprull@aol.com

Jones County Snow Chasers
P.O. Box 225, Olin, IA 52320
President: Chris Nelson
41 Anderson Rd., Anamosa, IA 52205
cnelson85@hotmail.com

Scott County Sno-Seekers
www.snoseekers.org 
P.O. Box 2332, Davenport, IA 52809-2332
President: Conor Flaherty
(563) 505-4806, eagle3382@aol.com

Snowdrifters, Inc.
P.O. Box 5135, Coralville, IA, 52241
www.iowa-snowdrifters.org
President: Sarah Allender
freiburgers@gmail.com 
(319) 640-1654

Snowmobilers of Jackson County
President: Aaron Michels
39014 308th St., Bellevue, IA 52031 
(563) 599-4935, jcsnowmobile@gmail.com

REGION TEN
Southwest Iowa Snow Scooters

President: Trent Larson
25817 208th St., Crescent, IA 51526
(712) 309-1516, trentlarsn@gmail.com

Stag Island Skol Patrol
President: Brad Landhuis
3046 210th St., Clarinda IA 51632

Appanoose County Trails,Inc.  
P.O. Box 825, Centerville, IA 52544

Southeast Iowa Ridge Blasters
se.iowa.ridge.blasters@gmail.com
President: Cody Krueger
19272 Danville Rd.
New London, IA 52645
(414) 313-5973
cjk4@uwmalumni.com.

ISSA CLUBS
Clubs in red reported 

100% ISSA Membership

The beach at the Rivers Bend Campground in Rock Valley doubles as the starting line 
on race weekend.

mobiles on water is 
much better for your 

body. Plus, with watercross, you’re not out 
on your snowmobile when it’s cold; and if 
you get hot in the summer, you can always 
cool off in the water because you are al-
ways wet. You get wet no matter what.”

Longer Travel Time to Iowa
This season, the Rivers Bend Shootout 

was scheduled the weekend after Grants-
burg. Working on a short week, race teams 
had to recover in a hurry before travelling 
south to Iowa. Based on feedback from 
race teams, Roder said the IWA is looking 
at another weekend for next year’s Rock 
Valley event to ease transportation issues; 
therefore a date for 2018 has not been set 
yet.

“That was a long haul for a lot of our 
guys, and a lot of racers had to take off from 
work two Fridays in a row,” Fjosne said of 
the scheduling conflict. “Coming to Iowa is 
a bit more expensive just due to transporta-
tion costs. Hopefully, we can continue to 
work with Kelly and the club down there, 
and they continue to make money so we 
can keep moving forward. Rock Valley is 

one of the cleanest and nicest places we 
visit. The place is just awesome.”

Despite not allowing racing on Sunday, 
Roder said the city of Rock Valley works 
well with the club to provide a race venue 
for the IWA. The community also supports 
the event through sponsorships, attendance 
and volunteers on race day.

“We have a core group of 10 or so club 
members who take care of all the planning, 
and then when it comes down to the event, 
we have probably 60 to 70 volunteers 
which help us out throughout the week-
end,” he said. “Most of them are not club 
members. They are part of the community. 
They like the racing side of it and help us 
out as a club. It’s pretty awesome to see 
that support.”

Citing a limited advertising budget, Rod-
er said the club promotes the event through 
social media and by word-of-mouth. The 
reviews from racers and spectators alike 
remain positive, and the club plans to con-
tinue the event for years to come. 

“Over time, word will spread, and hope-
fully, this event will really take off one of 
these years,” he said. “It’s a lot of fun to 
watch.”

from page 10

2017 ACSA Legal Defense Challenge
Snowdrifters.................................................................................................................... $250
Saylorville Dam Snowmobile Club........................................................................... $250
Central Iowa Snowmobilers...................................................................................... $200
Floyd County Groomers.............................................................................................. $100
Iowa River Riders........................................................................................................... $100
Sac County Sno Lovers................................................................................................ $100
Trails Unlimited.............................................................................................................. $100

Proceeds benefit snowmobile access nationwide. 
Contact your region director to make a donation.



REGION 1
Glen’s Sport Center, Inc.

Yamaha/Ski-doo snowmobiles
Polaris ORVs
208 16th St., Sheldon, IA 51201	
glens1@qwestoffice.net	  
Project Mayhem Power Sports
509 Inc.
133 W 1st St, Sioux Center, IA 51250
(712) 441-0934
jesse_wynia@hotmail.com

Storm Lake Honda
Arctic Cat
207 E. Milwaukee Ave.
Storm Lake, IA 50588
(712) 732-2460
www.stormlakehonda.com

REGION 2
Advanced Crop Management

P.O. Box 533, Algona, IA 50511
(515) 341-9315
brycem@netamumail.com

Algona Machine & Supply
2204 Plum Creed Rd., Algona IA 50511
(515) 295-9521

Becker Bros. Trucking
1403 280th St, Burt, IA 50522	
(515) 341-0485

Brian’s Construction
206 4th Ave NE, Pocahontas, IA 50574
(712) 335-3229
brianslama@hotmail.com

Champion Chrysler Center
Ski-Doo
527 Court St PO Box 153, 
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(712) 297-7537
joe@champchrysler.com
www.championchryslercenter.net

Co-Op Bar and Grill
714 S East St., Pomeroy, IA 50575
(712) 297-4600
www.thecoopbarandgrill.com

The Flipside Pizza & Pub
11 Dewitt St., LuVerne, IA 50560

J & K Snowmobile 
2703 7th Ave. S., Estherville, IA 51334
(712) 362-3031, zr599@hotmail.com
www.jandksnowmobile.com

John Erpelding Farms
803 190th St., Algona	IA 50511	
(515) 341-2513		
johnerpeldingfarms@hotmail.com

Klocko Construction
114 1st Ave E, Knierim, IA 50552
(515) 571-5724

Nalltronics
2204 150th St., Corwith IA 50430
(515) 368-0715

Ramthun Trucking, Inc
2257 Traer Ave.., Manson, IA 50563 
(515) 480-3970
ramthun96@gmail.com

Rasmuson Electric
2781 Valley Ave.
Rockwell City, IA 50579
(515) 467-5748

Rock-N-J Café & Catering
2602 240th Ave, Wesley, IA 50483
(515) 320-4096; gjranch@hotmail.com
Sedlacek Snowmobile Salvage
135 Lake St., Rockwell City, IA  50579

(712) 210-0718		
Find us on Facebook!

REGION 3
Amsoil Regency Direct

Heath Palmer
220 Jamestown Rd. 
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 420-6677
www.thesuperiorsynthetic.com 
thesuperiorsynthetic@hotmail.com

Auto Parts Wholesale
621 4th St SE, Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-2594
apwhampton@yahoo.com

Boone’s Removal
3133 200th St., Rowan, IA 50470
(641) 430-9705

Brakke Implement
17551 Killdeer Ave
Mason City, IA 50401
(800) 325-5308

The Branding Iron
Fine dining
135 Jackson St., Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2912

Buffalo Lanes, LLC
Bowling alley
120 1st St. NW
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
(641) 562-2611

C R Fuel
223 N Main St., Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 293-1569
nelsoncurt@yahoo.com

Chappy’s on Main
122 S Main St, Clarion, IA 50525
(515) 532-2727
ragingcy@yahoo.com

The Corner Restaurant 
& Lounge

207 East Main, Belmond, IA 50421
(641) 444-4451, (515) 577-2635
ericlambzz@gmail.com

County Line Seeds, LLC
129 Industrial Dr., Forest City, IA 50436

Dave’s Auto Service
101 W Main St., Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-9951, daves66@wctatel.net
Non Ethanol Premium Fuel

Deb’s Wild Horse Saloon
1932 Nettle Ave., Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 892-4922
DebLaRue@rocketmail.com

DK Arndt, PC
116 East I St., Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-4631
dkafc@dkarndtcpa.net
www.dkarndtcpa.net

Don’s Motor Mart
401 W Main St., Lake Mills, IA 50450	
(641) 592-9966			 
www.facebook.com/donsmotormart

Dudley’s Corner
648 Highway 3, Latimer, IA 50452
(641) 866-6999

E & E Repair
1410 Olive Ave., Hampton IA  50441
(641) 425-4553
Fleener Auto Parts & Service

11475 Hwy 9, Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2100

Forest City Ford, Inc.
P.O. Box 448, Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-5555

Friesenborg & Larson 
Custom Spraying

45884 70th Ave.
Buffalo Center, IA 50425
(641) 584-2258, joe@fandlirc.com

The Garage Tavern
103 Main St, Coulter, IA 50431	
(641) 430-6855
step@mulfordconcrete.com

Goody’s Welding & Metal Art
304 S. 4th Ave E., Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 909-4660
agundmonson@hotmail.com

Gun Bank
155 Jackson St., Thompson, IA 50478	
(641) 584-2907		
gmlarson@wctatel.net

H & S Auto Parts, Inc.
301 1st Ave., Buffalo Center, IA 50424	
(641) 562-2515

Hair Designs
236 E J St., Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2405, sbenson@wctatel.net

Hansell Ag Repair Inc.
1612 Vine Ave., Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-2034
dannek2034@gmail.com

Happy Time Resort
526 470th St., Lake Mills, IA 50450	
(641) 592-2267, smantha@wctatel.net	
www.happytimeresort.com

Hickman Chiropractic 
820 4th St NE, Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-2280
hickmanjr@hotmail.com

Holland Contracting
1400 S. 4th St., Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2231
www.hollandcontracting.com

Hometown Market
11717 Hwy 9, Thompson, IA 50478	
(641) 584-2300

House of Sports
3431 4th St SW, Mason City, IA 50401	
(641) 424-2861
(641) 430-2315	 JAHHelgren@
gmail.com

Iowa Central Electric
1221 Water St., Alden, IA 50126
(515) 859-7072, (641) 373-1186
jerry@icecontracting.com

J-T Machine & Tool Co.
602 S Federal St/PO Box 304
Hampton, IA 50441, (641) 456-4513
jeff@jtmachineandtool.com

Keel Farms
1515 335th St., Forest City, IA  50436
(641) 430-3823
Kirschbaum Heating & Cooling
609 S. Winnebago
Lake Mills, IA 50450, (641) 592-8831

Lake Mills Motor Sports
Polaris
45563 C Hwy 69, Lake Mills, IA 50450
(641) 592-2145
www.lakemillsmotorsports.com

Main, Inc.
6401 Hwy 9, Buffalo Center, IA 50424

(515) 538-0337
Manufacturer’s 

Bank & Trust
245 E J St., Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-2825, mbtbank.com

Mason City Powersports
12499 265th St., Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 423-3181, mcps@netconx.net

Maxyield Cooperative
Britt, IA 50423
(641) 843-3878

Muhlenbruch Insurance
PO Box 426, Dows, IA 50071
(515) 852-4156
buck@trvnet.net

Mulford Concrete Inc.
1312 Hwy 3 West, Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-5200
chad@mulfordconcrete.com

Murra Hardware
204 N Main St.
Buffalo Center, IA 50424

No Where Bar & Grill LLC
107 2nd St., Bradford, IA 50041
(641) 648-0067
kristigorder@gmail.com
North Central Building Supply
801 4th St SE, Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-4711
northcentralbs@gmail.com

Pakoda’s Steakhouse
719 Central Ave W, Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 425-6209
lrsliter@gmail.com

Pralle’s Wash City
PO Box 126, Coulter, IA 50431	
(641) 866-6889	
dyanne@iowaconnect.com

Principal Builders Inc.
1312 Hwy 3 West, Hampton, IA 50441
(641) 456-5252
jason@principalbuildersinc.com

Ron’s LP Gas, LLC
43437 225th Ave, Lake Mills, IA 50450 
(641) 592-4206

Seamless Gutterworks Co.
131 E Rocksylvania Ave.	
Iowa Falls	 IA 50126
(641) 648-2755, (641) 373-0308	
seamlessgc@msn.com

Smith Crop 
Insurance Agency

2285 Taylor Ave, Rowan, IA 50470
(515) 689-3986
smithinsavery@gmail.com

Squid Willy’s Bar & Grill
387 3rd Ave. W, Thompson, IA 50478
(641) 584-2820	
squidwilly@wctatel.net

Timber Tree Service
3217 Hwy 69, Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 581-2579

Uptown Liquor
306 Hwy 69 S., Forest City, IA 50436
(641) 585-5137,squidwilly@wctatel.net

USA Chemical
1275 Hwy 69, Belmond, IA 50421
(641) 444-3344, (515) 571-6012

Vinje Pub
15960 490th St, Scarville, IA 50473
(641) 568-3150

ISSA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS



Weaver’s 
Leather Store

112 N. Main St., PO Box 236	
Buffalo Center, IA 50424
(641) 562-2992

West Scott Farm LLC
Muhlenbruch Bros

1332 Eagle Ave., Latimer, IA 50452
smuhlenbru@newcoop.com
(515) 571-4137

Wilson Dental
145 N Clark St., Forest City, IA 50436	
(641) 585-5431			 
www.wilsondentalclinic.com

REGION 4
DR Powersports

Ski-Doo/Kawasaki
101 Fletcher Ave, Waterloo, IA 50701
(319) 235-6453
kent@drpowersports.com
www.drpowersports.com

Nate’s Outdoor Recreation
Polaris
110 Oak St., Riceville, IA 50466
(641) 985-2619	
nates@omnitelcom.com
www.natesoutdoorrec.com 

REGION 5
Best’s Powerhouse

11217 E Dunkerton Rd
Dunkerton, IA 50626
(319) 822-2599
corybest@dunkerton.net

Gary’s OK Ski-Doo/Can-Am 
“Iowa’s largest dealer. Since 1966” 
1704 1st St. W. Independence, IA	
50644, (319) 334-3731		
garysskidoo@indytel.com	
www.garysskidoo.com; Ski-Doo

Kuennen’s House of Power
PO Box 216, 455 Main St. W.
Maynard, IA 50655
(563) 637-2870

Maverick Powersports, LLC
Arctic Cat
1308 5th Ave NE
Independence, IA 50644
319-334-4570
pbachman@maverickps.com

maverickps.com
Myers Polaris Inc.

Polaris
304 E Main St., Fairbank, IA 50629
(319) 635-2311
myerspolaris@mchsi.com
www.myerspolaris.com       

V & V Insurance Agency Inc.
P.O. Box 159, Cresco	IA, 52136-0159
(563) 547-2161
insurance@vandvins.com

Waukon Power Sports
Ski-Doo/Polaris/Yamaha
Home of the Low Price Guarantee
208 Hwy 9 SW, Waukon, IA 52172
(563) 568-4025	
wyamaha@rconnect.com
www.waukonpowersports.com

REGION 6
Al’s Corner

1801 Kittyhawk Ave., Carroll, IA 51401
(712) 830-2047

Blackhawk Marine 
3001 Hwy 71/175
Lake View, IA, 51450-7204
(712) 657-2368
D & K - 10th Hole Golf Course
16323 120th St., Breda, IA 51436
(712) 673-4653

Denny’s Texaco
Hwy 71/175, Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2123

Doc’s Place 
111 Main St., Wall Lake IA 51466
(712) 664-2050

Dolly’s Bar & Grill
109 Pine St, Auburn, IA 51433	
(712) 688-2220

Iowa State Bank 
500 Audubon St., Sac City, IA 50583
(712) 657-2721

Jacobsen Seed
128 9th St	Lake View	IA 51450	
(712) 657-2841

Odebolt Bowling Alley
201 W. First St., Odebolt, IA 51458
(712) 668-2278

Outlaw’s Bar & Grill
112 US Hwy 71

Early, IA 50535
(712) 273-5683

Quirk Seed Center Inc.
P.O. Box 256, Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 657-2000

Red’s Place
116 Main St., Breda, IA 51436
(712) 830-0819

REX Chevrolet 
805 S. Des Moines Stt., 
Odebolt, IA 51458 
(712) 668-2296

Schroeder Seed 
501 Melrose, P.O. Box 432
Wall Lake IA 51466 
(712) 830-3211

Swanson Insurance
211 S Main St., Odebolt, IA 51458	
(712) 668-2283

The Bar
416 Main St., Lake View, IA 51450
(712) 665-2614

Thirsty Carp
930 9th St., Lake View, IA 51450	
(712) 657-2313

Trailside Road Inn
110 370th St, Carnarvon, IA 51466	
(712) 664-2706

Wall Lake Lumber 
201 W 1st St., Wall Lake, IA 51466
(712) 664-2357

Whiskey Run
17499 Ivy Ave., Carroll, IA 51401
(712) 790-4502

REGION 7
S and K Trailers

Snowmobile Trailers in Stock	
2709 212th St., Blairsburg, IA 50034
(515) 297-1782	
sandktrailer@wmtel.net	
www.sandktrailers.com

Spina Bifida Assn. of Iowa
8525 Douglas Ave., Suite 39
Urbandale IA 50322
(515) 287-0209

REGION 9
Mills Marine & Power Sports

Artic Cat
2875 Hwy 61, Muscatine, IA 52761
(563) 264-2836

millsmarine@machlink.com	
www.shopmillsmarine.com

REGION 10
Edwards Full Throttle 

Motorsports and RV
Polaris/Ski-Doo
1010 34th Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51501
(712) 366-8400, www.fullthrottleia.com

Leisure Life Sports
Ski-Doo
9004 S 145th St., Omaha, NE 68138
(402) 333-0600
www.leisurelifesports.com

Nishna Valley Cycle
Western Iowa’s Pro Yamaha Dealer
2500 East 7th Street
Atlantic, IA  50022 
(888) 577-6406

Olsen’s Outdoor Power
Ski-Doo
2800 E 7th St, Atlantic, IA 50022	
(712) 243-4867, (800) 383-4108	
tad@olsensoutdoorpower.com
www.olsensoutdoorpower.com

 OUT OF STATE
Holiday Inn

2100 East Hwt 12, Willmar, MN 56201, 
(320) 235-6060 
gm@willmarhotels.com
www.willmarhotels.com

North Park Inn
625 Main St., Walden CO 80480
(970) 723-4271x6
www.northparkinnandsuites.com

Spicer Green Lake Resort
100 Lake Avenue North
Spicer, MN 56288
(320) 796-3000
www.spicergreenlakeresort.com

The Timbers Resort
Highway M-28, Bergland, MI 49910 
(906) 575-3542 
fishhuntstay@thetimbersresort.com
www.thetimbersresort.com

Visit Grand Rapids
10 NW 5th Street (Second Floor)
Grand Rapids, MN  55744
(800) 355-9740
www.visitgrandrapids.com

ISSA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Iowa State Snowmobile Association
2018 Associate Membership Application

Associate Membership ($25) $______Scholarship Donation $______
Spina Bifida Association of Iowa Donation $______Legislative Action Fund Donation $______

Total Amount Enclosed $_____
Name of Business or Dealership:_______________________________________________________Contact Person:____________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________City:_________________ _______ State:______ Zip:___________
Phone:_______________________Email:_________________________________________Website:________________________________________
Snowmobile Club/Region_________________________________________Snowmobile Brand(s) (if applicable)________________________________
Anything you’d like to add to your listing in the magazine?____________________________________________________________________________

Included with your membership is a $5 subscription to this magazine. 
____ Please check this area if you are interested in receiving your copy in 

 digital format only to save on printing and mailing costs.
The ISSA membership year runs from Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31. 

•
•

•

Send your membership form and dues today to Brittany Paulus at:
ISSA Membership
1924 270th Street
Marble Rock, IA 50653
bepaulus@outlook.com



Indoor Hot Tub & Plenty of Trailer Parking

North Park Inn & Suites
www.northparkinnandsuites.com
625 Main Street
Walden, CO 80480
970-723-4271 ext. 6

LODGING

ISSA Platinum Sponsors

TOURISM

CLUBS

Iowa Snowdrifters 
Snowmobile Club
Region 9

Maintaining trails around Solon, North 
Liberty, Ely, Fairfax and surrounding areas

www.iowasnowdrifters.com

www.floydcountygroomers.webs.com

Marketplace



DEALERS

ISSA Platinum Sponsors

Myers 
Polaris 

1-888-282-9992
304 E. Main, 
Fairbank, IA 50629
www.myerspolaris.com

110 Oak Street • Hwy 9 E
Riceville, IA 50466 • (641) 985-2619

www.natesoutdoorrec.com

Atlantic, IA • Carroll, IA
olsensoutdoorpower.com

800-383-4108

www.stormlakehonda.com
Storm Lake Honda | 3040 Expansion Blvd.  
Storm Lake, IA 50588 | 712.732.2460

SERVICES

V&V Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

103 East 8th St. • P.O. Box 159
Cresco, IA 52136

Phone: (563) 547-2161
Fax: (563) 547-2046

insurance@vandvins.com


